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Cornerstone Laying 
and Dedication of 


Christ Church 


Belleville, New Jersey. - 


1957 


My Dear Friends of Christ Church: 


Congratulations on the completion of your fine new Church! 
Like the Psalmist, you will be glad as you go into the House of the Lord! 
Its building has been a fitting culmination of the devoted ministry of 
your beloved Rector. Do go into the Lord’s House just as often as you 
possibly can—and let your prayer be that no one shall ever enter it 
without receiving a blessing. The blessing will surely descend upon each 
of us who offer ourselves to be a reasonable, holy and living sacrifice to 


God. May He use us all for the fulfillment of His purposes! 
Your friend and bishop, 


Jae On Covad >rmom 


Dear People of Christ Church: 


I add my sincere congratulations to the many others you are 
receiving for the completion of your new and magnificent church! When 
I was with you recently for confirmation and there was a congregation 
far larger than your present building could accommodate, it must have 
been evident how urgently needed was this new church. 

The fact that, under God, you have accomplished this building 
by all of you participating to the utmost will be a great encouragement 
throughout the Diocese to many other congregations to undertake equally 
needed expansion. My commendation also goes to your beloved Rector, 
without whose inspired leadership this could not have been achieved. 


Faithfully yours, 


ard 
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Rev. PETER R. DECKENBACH 


RECTOR 
SINCE SEPTEMBER 1, 1924 


To the Members and Friends 
of Christ Church 


Greetings: 


We rejoice on this happy occasion of the dedication of our new 
Church building and the laying of its cornerstone. You and I have looked 
forward for so many long years to the time when we could worship 
God in a house called by His name. It is natural that we leave the 
“Little Upper Room” which has so many pleasant memories, and sad 
ones too, with a feeling of regret. But, it is our responsibility to assume our 
share of Christian progress in this growing community. We have 
answered that call. na 

We aré indebted to past generations for our Church, and the 
time has come when we must measure up to new and more demanding 
responsibilities. 

As I watched the builders progress I often asked myself, 
“Why this building?” And the answer was always the same: For 
our children and young people; with them we are today building 
tomorrow. 

The building is a monument of craftsmanship. It is my desire 
to here express my deepest gratitude to the Wardens, Vestrymen, mem- 
bers of the Parish, the architects, contractors, mechanics, carpenters, 
masons, laborers, and our many friends. 

Christ Church must forge ahead and keep pace with the needs 
of this community and the needs of all God’s children. That is 


RECTOR 


Wardens and Vestrymen 


1935-1956-1957 


SEATED (L TO R) 


STANDING 


ABSENT 





John Hewitt; Francis G. Adams; George E. Miller, 
Senior Warden; Rev. Peter R. Deckenbach; 

John S. Idenden, Junior Warden; Harry Bennett; 
William Grainger 


John Markoe; Ben Zienkiewicz, Church Sexton; 
Herbert A. Van Demark; Claude Jones; Richard 
Taggart; Alfred Moore; Melvin Grainger; 
Howard McMaster, Building Fund Treasurer; 
Christian R. Ericksen 


Daniel A. McCarthy; Frank VanDyke; Hugh 
Murphy; Saxon Williams; Joseph E. Zipf; 
Raymond Williamson 


Members of the Building Committee, 


Architects and Contractors 





SEATED (L TO R) Ray Williamson; John Hewitt; Mrs. J. Harry 
Edwards; R. H. Saunders and R. Kruger, Architects 


STANDING George E. Miller; H. Allen Van Demark; 
Paul Kessler, Allyn J. Weigel and 
Henry J. Weigel, Contractors 


ABSENT Mrs. Kenneth Smith 


Our NEW 
Christ Church 








From a drawing by the architects, 
the Messrs. Kruger & Fava 


YEARS of patience, perseverance and fortitude on the part of our Rector 
and parishioners have resulted in the fulfillment of a long cherished hope— 
our new Church. My sincerest “thank you” to all who have given so un- 
selfishly of their time, their talents and their gifts, to make this dream a 
reality. 


Many have asked about the building. It is a memorial to the excel- 
lent craftsmanship of the architects and builders who have used modern 
techniques and materials to produce an enduring structure of striking 
beauty and utility. 


As chairman of the building committee I have been kept fully in- 
formed and would like to take this opportunity to mention some of the 
outstanding features. | 


The outside stone is known as “Adirondack Hue” and comes from 
quarries at Malone, New York. The inside. red brick, containing iron, will 
weather to a pleasing warm color. The trusses of Oregon laminated wood 
were selected because of their superior strength, fire resistance, and contour 
beauty. Steel “I”? beams support the floor and balcony. Quarries in Bangor, 
Pennsylvania, furnished the roofing slate. The aluminum frame windows 
are glazed with rare antique glass from West Virginia, while the outside 
crosses at the front entrance doors are of Idaho white pine recommended 
especially for such use. Indirect lighting is used throughout the interior to 
enhance utility and beauty. 


The black iron design of the altar rail sets the motif for the wood 
and furnishings of the altar. The oak pews are designed with contour seats 
for added comfort. The Johnson organ, originally installed in the Main 
Street Church in 1873, has been rebuilt and modernized. Experts consider 
its tone to be of the finest. 


Our three bells were cast in Verdin, Holland, and the new bell tower 
was specially built for them. The Church seal is faithfully reproduced in 
the narthex tile floor as well as on the front and rear fly leaves of this book. 


“God in His gracious keeping 
has been bounteous with His 
blessings to us. May these efforts 
and memories long endure.” 


SENIOR WARDEN AND : 
CHAIRMAN, BUILDING COMMITTEE 








THE First “NEw” CHurcH—1837 


Christ Church 


THIRTY YEARS before the signing of the Declaration of Independence, 
on February 10, 1746, King George II of England authorized by direct 
royal grant a charter to Church groups in Newark, Second River (now 
Belleville), New Barbadoes Neck (West Hudson), and Acquackanonk 

‘ Landing (Passaic). Christ Church, Belleville, was thus given status as part 
of Trinity Church, Newark—not as a mission but for the purpose of wor- 
shiping under a common grant. 


This charter, granted 211 years ago, called for one warden and five 
vestrymen to be chosen from Newark and a like number from the part of 
the Parish north of Second River, the present dividing line between Newark 
and Belleville. The latter was then a small Dutch settlement of some three 
hundred inhabitants. 


The earliest record of the proceedings of the two congregations is 
dated Easter Monday (April 20), 1778, an annual meeting date that was. 
observed until 1939 when it was changed to the first Monday in Advent. 
At this first meeting of the joint congregations, officers were chosen as 
provided in the charter. For Second River, William Kingsland was elected 
Warden and William Dow, Arent Schuyler, William Sandford, Edmund 
Leslie and Henry Kingsland were named to the Vestry. 


While this was the first united meeting of the two congregations, 
the Second River congregation had been active for many years, at least 
since 1748. In 1757, the Rev. Isaac Browne, first Rector of Trinity Church, 
wrote that for some nine years he had preached every third Sunday at Sec- 
ond River where he had as many hearers as he did in Newark. Now, since 
Second River contributed more than half his annual support, its congrega- 
tion insisted that they were entitled to at least half of his services. 


The congregation began to grow steadily and according to an ac- 
count in the “Annals of the Classis and Township of Bergen’’, its advance- 
ment was helped in no small measure by a quarrel in 1752 between one Col. 
John Schuyler and his fellow members of the Dutch Church. Apparently, 
the English congregation had been meeting in the Dutch Church under 
what was known as the “Note of Toleration.” When Schuyler attempted 
to convoke the congregation without the consent of the Consistors of the 
Church, this body demanded the return of the ‘Note of Toleration” and 
the discontinuance of the services as being “disadvantageous.” Schuyler 
became a member of the English Church in 1754 and at his own expense 
had the Book of Common Prayer printed in both English and Dutch as 
many settlers still spoke their mother tongue. 

For many years, the Belleville congregation met in the grain store- 
house of a grist mill on the river bank, but the group later obtained 
an old house known as the Academy, following an unsuccessful attempt 
to raise funds for a church building by holding a lottery. According to 
Rector Browne, this would be a more suitable place to celebrate the Holy 
Communion, to say nothing of the fact that the open storehouse was “‘a 
great detriment to my health and no small regret to the congregation.” 


About 1811 it was mutually agreed by the congregations at Newark 
and Second River that each should supply itself with religious services in- 
dependent of the other. The connection between the two churches as es- 
tablished in the charter was not broken at this time, however. The Rey. Dr. 
William Berrian, later Rector of Trinity Church in New York, was the 
first to officiate at Second River under this system. He was succeeded in 
1811 by the Rev. George Youngs Moorehouse and then the Revs. Augustus 
Fitch (1816-1819), Lawson Carter (1819-1821), John Grigg (1821- 
1825), Matthew Matthews (1825-1829), Ralph Williston (1829-1831), 
Benjamin Holmes (1831-1832), William R. Whittingham (1832), later 
Bishop of Maryland, and finally Robert Davies (1834-1839). It was 
under Davies that the final, legal separation of Christ Chapel and Trinity 
took place, the New Jersey Legislature passing an act so ordering in 1835 
and granting the Belleville Church its land and $1,500. 


For some reason, services in Second River were suspended from 
1832-1834. The Rev. Mr. Davies later wrote: 


On the seventh day of September in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand, Eight Hundred and Thirty-four Christ Chapel, 
Belleville, was reopened for Divine service, having been closed for 
some time, and by appointment of the Rt. Rev. George Washing- 
ton Doane, the Rev. Robert Davies commenced missionary ser- 


vices therein. The congregation was very small and scattered. 
Services having continued for a few weeks there was an evident 
improvement. A Sunday School was opened under the direction 
of the missionary; for several weeks there were but five scholars 
in attendance, but at the close of a few months they numbered 
upwards of one hundred. 


On November 18, 1835, a meeting of the congregation was called 
for the purpose of incorporation. The Rev. Mr. Davies served as chairman 
and John Rutherford, Jr. as secretary. At the meeting, the group chose 
Henry and Joseph Kingsland to serve as Wardens and appointed Vestrymen 
Augustus Van Horn, Daniel Fox, George Kingsland, John Grice, Samuel 
Lewis, Mellevill Curtis, Arent H. Schuyler, John Rutherford, William 
Gwynn, and George Bird. Almost immediately the task of building a 
church was undertaken and on July 11, 1836, the cornerstone was laid 
on the Main Street property by the Rt. Rev. G. W. Doane. The new Church 
was duly completed but less than a year after its beginning, on the night of 
June 24, 1837, the new edifice was consumed by fire. The architect was 
arrested and imprisoned for four months before being released on a tech- 
nicality. His apparent motive for setting the blaze was an insurance policy 
which he had taken on the building in his favor. His efforts were for naught, 
however, since, as the Rev. Mr. Davies pointed out, “the insurance was not 
obtained.” 


In 1839, work began to rebuild the Church upon the foundation of 
the 1836 structure and a new, stone church was completed in 1841. In the 
intervening years the congregation met and worshipped in the old Metho- 
dist Church on Main Street and in a second floor room also on Main Street. 


The Church was a 
good example of early 
Georgian Gothic architec- 
ture with a Norman For- 
tress tower which con- 
tained the church bell. The 
building itself had large 
landscaped grounds and a 
circular drive. It was aptly 
described by a contempor- 
ary as “second to none in 


“New” (in 1841) building 
on the old foundations 





point of size or symmetrical Gothic arch- 
itecture; it is of stone, with porch in front 
carried up several feet above the peak, 
serving as the bell tower; it is most elig- 
ibly situated on an eminence probably 
thirty-five feet above the level of the 
road and 150 feet distant therefrom, with 
carriage approaches. The grounds are spa- 
“cious, beautiful trees, etc.” 

Historically, the present Church 
bell was recast from the original imported 
from England that was destroyed in the 
fire of 1837. Into this bell also went the 
metal from the fire-melted brass and sil- 
ver altar vessels. The bell hangs in the 
present Parish House bell tower where it 
was placed in 1944. 

The old stone Church was con- 
secrated by Bishop Doane in June of 
1842, although the first Holy Commun- 
ion had been served in September of the 
previous year. The Rev. Dr. George Chap- 
man served as supply minister until 1842 Where the old bell’s 
when the Rev. Samuel L. Southard was voice still sounds 
called to take charge of the Parish. He re- across the years 
signed in 1844 to assume the post of the 
first Rector of the House of Prayer, Newark. The Rev. Henry Beers Sher- 
man succeeded Dr. Southard and served until 1862. 





During his term, the Rev. Mr. Sherman started services in Bloom- 
field; the Mission grew to Christ Church, Bloomfield-Glen Ridge. Christ 
Church, Harrison, originally known as the Rutherford Memorial due to the 
generosity of the Rutherford family, was also connected with the Belleville 
congregation. As the membership of the Parish originally consisted of the 
area embracing both sides of the river from Newark to Passaic, all of the 
present parishes in this area are in a sense children of the original Christ 


Church. 


During the Civil War period, some parishioners or group thereof 
had flown the Stars and Stripes from the Church tower without the formal 
permission of the Rector and the Vestry. Asa result, Mr. Sherman submitted 
his resignation in 1862. It is not clear whether he left because of sympathy 
for the secessionists or because of the insubordination on the part of the 


members of the congregation. The minutes of the Vestry, however, seem 
to indicate support for the flag-raisers, for a resolution is contained which 
gives unanimous approval to the flying of the national flag from the Church 
tower. Another resolution does, however, express regret at the loss of the 
Rector. ; 


The Rev. John Falkner Blake succeeded Mr. Sherman and served 
until 1863 when he resigned to assume the Rectorship of Christ Church, 
Bridgeport, Conn. For the next twelve years, the Rev. Samuel W. Sayres 
was Rector of the Parish. He was followed by the Rev. C. S. Abbott (1876- 
1911), the Rev. Charles $. Popham (1911-1924), and finally by our pres- 
ent beloved Rector, Peter R. Deckenbach, who is now serving in his thirty- 
third year at our Parish. 


The Church on Main Street was once the focal center, convenient 
to water and road transportation, but it grew inadequate as environmental 
and Parish needs changed with the times. In 1908 the property on Washing- 
ton Street was purchased and the Parish House which has long served as our 
Church was erected. The Rectory, also on this site, was completed in 1914. 


The Parish continued to expand, however, and in 1928 a movement 
was begun to raise funds for a new Church building. In September, a cam- 
paign to raise $50,000 was instituted, climaxing 177 years of growth and 
expansion. The plan was to build a Church at the corner of Washington 
Avenue and Essex Street and architectural plans were drawn along those 
lines. However, a survey soon showed it to be more advantageous to erect 
the new Church closer to the center of the Parish and plans to build on 
Washington Avenue were abandoned. In its stead, land was purchased at 
Van Reyper Place in Belleville, the intention being to build the Church 





there and sell or lease the Washington Avenue property to provide funds 
for the new venture. 


The sale of the property was never consummated, however, des- 
pite approval by the Diocean Committee. The depression was then at its 
greatest depth and not only could the property on Washington not be sold, 
but neither could a tenant be found to rent it. As the depression continued 
so did the failure to fulfill the campaign goal, and the Vestry decided in 
the fall of 1936 to dispose of the Van Reyper Place property. The fol- 
lowing March, the Vestry reported the necessity of releasing the Van Rey- 
per land because of increasing liabilities. The depression squeeze forced the 
Church to curtail many of its current expenses and salaries; the Rector, 
on his own suggestion, voluntarily took a $500 pay cut in 1933. 


In 1932, the first steps toward a rotating Vestry were taken. A 
committee was created to submit a list of Vestrymen to be elected in groups 
of three for three years with one group’s term ending each year. In 1939, 
at the same meeting which altered the date of the annual Parish meeting, 
the number of Vestrymen was increased to twelve, four elected annually 
to serve for three years, the system under which we now operate. 


Although the efforts for a new Church met with frustration as 
shown by the changes and consequent loss of the Van Reyper Place prop- 
erty and much of the building funds, the desire for a new Church was still 
burning strongly. On May 20, 1949, William J. Beer, Junior Warden, was 
delegated to head a committee to inquire into the feasibility of erecting a 
new Church. 


On February 13, 1951, Senior Warden George E. Miller acknow- 
ledged receipt of a deed to the triangular piece of property at the rear of the 
Church land. Donated by Belleville Masonic Lodge No. 108, it provided 
for reversion of title in case the land weré used for other than religious 
purposes. However it made possible the building of a retaining wall and 
an entrance to the garage from both Washington Avenue and Essex Street. 


Our beloved Rector, the Rev. Mr. Deckenbach, celebrated his twen- 
ty-fifth year at Christ Church in 1954 and it was made especially reward- 
ing by the ordination in the same year of his son, the Rev. Paul Deckenbach. 
1954 also marked the beginning of the present move for a new Church. 
Space had reached an all-time premium for both religious and social pur- 
poses. Following a survey to ascertain, in the first place, the cost of a new 
building as opposed to renovating the old, and secondly to sound out the 
feelings of the congregation, it was voted to build a new Church. In Feb- 
ruary of the following year, the Wells organization was authorized to or- 
ganize a campaign to solicit $100,000 and on June 8, 1955, the firm of 


Kruger and Fava was authorized to proceed with the drawing up of plans 
and specifications. Less than a year later, on March 12, 1956, the Orange 
firm of H. J. Weigel, Inc. was engaged to construct the Church. 


At a religious service held on Sunday, April 15, 1956, a ground- 
breaking ceremony was held with the Rev. Peter Deckenbach taking out the 
first shovelful of dirt. Assisting in the ceremony were the Rev. Paul Deck- 
enbach and Senior Warden George E. Miller. Steadfastness of purpose and 
unflagging zeal had put an end to the years of frustration; the new Christ 
Church was at last on its way to becoming a reality. 


—John J. Hewitt 
HISTORIAN 





Acolytes and Lay Readers 





For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the 
Lord’s freeman: likewise also he that is called, 
being free, is Christ’s servant. I Cor. 7:22 


GREATLY ENHANCING the cervices of our Church is the active partic- 


ipation of laymen who serve as Acolytes and Lay Readers. 


One of the finest experiences in a boy’s life is the privilege of 
serving as an Acolyte in his Parish. As such he has an integral part in the 
services of the Church including carrying the Processional Cross or partic- 
ipating in the service of Holy Comunion. Such experiences leave joyful 
memories in the minds of any who have served. 


It is not unusual that the services rendered as an Acolyte may 
later be continued as a Lay Reader—a layman privileged to carry on all 
parts of the service not requiring the ministrations of a priest. More than 
20 years ago the Rector named two men who were subsequently licensed 
by the bishop to serve as Lay Readers. Since that time, our Church has con- 
tinually had one or more men serving in this capacity. Presently, there are 
four Lay Readers in the Parish and their services have been invaluable 
during periods of the Rector’s indisposition or during his vacation. 


The Altar Guild 





That I may go unto the altar of God, 
even unto the God of my joy 
and gladness. Ps. 43:4 


SINCE its organization in the fall of 1905, the Altar Guild has had but 
three directresses. The first, appointed by the Rev. Cornelius S. Abbott, was 
Mrs. J. H. Lancaster who with a membership of eight, served until 1918. 
In that year she was succeeded by Mrs. George Brooks, appointed by the 
Rev. C.W. Popham. The present directress, Mrs. John H. Edwards, was 
appointed by the Rev. Peter R. Deckenbach following Mrs. Brooks’ resig- 
nation in 1930, The Guild now consists of twenty members and is self-sup- 
porting. 

Under Mrs. Lancaster’s leadership, the Guild formulated the plan 
to have flowers placed on the altar in honor and memory of loved ones. 
Still in effect, this plan not only provides for the beautification of our 
church, but after the services, the flowers are taken to the ill, shut-in, or 
bereaved for their enjoyment and comfort. 

The members of the Guild are responsible for preparing the altar 
for all services including weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and funerals. 
Each Saturday, a peri tte of two is in church to prepare the altar and 
the chancel for Sunday. Their work includes finding and marking lessons 
in the Bible and all places in the Prayer Book and Altar Missal. If there 
is to be a baptism, the font is prepared and places found in Prayer Books 
for the Rector, parents, and sponsors. The altar vestments are hung by 
the Guild who change them according to season or for svecial services 
such as weddings and funerals. Cleaning and polishing the silver and brass, 
dusting the chancel, and laundering the linens are all part of the Guild’s 
work. 

In 1934, the Guild presented the Book of Remembrance to the 
church. Memorial contributions received for the names listed in the book 
are invested in an endowment fund from which the church will draw 
perpetual interest. 


The Women’s Auxiliary 





To do good, and to distribute, forget 
not; for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased. Heb. 13:16 


RESPONSIBILITY for the Missionary work of the Parish rests in the cap- 
able hands of the Women’s Auxiliary. Official records are not available as 
to the exact time of the organization of the group, but it was active during 
the Rectorship of the Rev. Cornelius S. Abbott (1876-1911). Among our 
many obligations, our special interest is in the following: 


We pay our share of the Diocesean Budget and accept their as- 
signments for clothing, toys, and Christmas gifts to Mission Stations; we 
send books, magazines and cards to shut-ins and underpaid missionaries, and 
we help with cash donations to send underprivileged children of the congre- 
gation to summer camps. During the summer months, women of the con- 
gregation help us to knit sweaters for the boys of Bonnie Brae Farm. 

Our members assist at the Week for the Blind which is held each 
year at Kresge’s Department Store, and we prepare and send two boxes 
to the Seaman’s Church Institute for men who are spending Christmas on 
the high seas. | 

About 75 of the women of the Church give to the United Thank 
Offering through the Little Blue Box which is collected twice in the year. 
The money is presented at a service in the Cathedral and the whole amount 
from all parishes is then given at the Triennial Convention of the Church. 
Our slogan—Every woman in the parish a Blue Box contributor. 

“We welcome all women interested in Missions and ask them to join 
with us at our regular meeting, the first Monday of each month. 


% 


The Ladies’ Guild 





And His mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations. Luke 1:50 


ON FEBRUARY 17, 1876, at the suggestion of the Rev. Cornelius Abbott, 
Rector, a society of sixteen women was organized as ‘““The Guild of Christ 
Church.” In addition to the Rector, the officers were: Mrs. Abbott, presi- 
dent; Mrs. George Kingsland, vice-president; Miss A. B. Douglas, secretary; 
and Mrs. Casebolt, treasurer. 

The membership fee was twenty-five cents with dues of five cents 
at each meeting; however, members not present when the roll was called 
promptly at three o’clock were assessed another nickel. 

The object of the Guild at its inception is still its guiding principle 
today—"‘the raising of money to be expended for charitable and parish 
pur poses, and association as Christian brethren with a common end.” 

On November 30, 1878, the Rector called on the members of the 
Guild to reorganize, and the “Ladies’ Guild of Christ Church” as we know 
it today was formed. 

The membership numbered all those ladies who paid a weekly as- 
sessment of five cents. This was changed in 1894 to a monthly fee of 
twenty-five cents, the rate which has been in effect ever since. Funds 


were appropriated by majority vote of the members present at any meet- 
ing, the Rector concurring. Meetings were held once a month except during 
Lent when the Guild convened weekly. 


Once every three months a social meeting was held at the Rectory. 
All members of the congregation were invited to attend and a mite box for 
contributions was provided at these meetings. The “socials’’ were later dis- 
continued. ire Wee: | 


The records show that during the more than eighty years that the 
Ladies’ Guild has been in existence, the members have put forth every effort 
to live up to the original ideals and purposes laid down by the founders. 
They have contributed generously to missions at home and abroad, to the 
Red Cross, Community Chest, and other worthy causes. They did much 
toward furnishing the “Old Church” and Rectory, such as paying for a 
credence shelf and a carpet for the chancel, helping to pay for paving 
sidewalks, and building the organ chamber. On several occasions they have 
turned over all the money in their treasury to the church treasurer to help 
with the current expenses. At present, the Ladies’ Guild is doing its part 
in helping to finance the new church. 


In order to obtain funds for a program such as the foregoing, there 
must, of necessity, be money-raising activities. From the very first, fairs, 
festivals, food sales and dinners have been the order of the day. In 1918 a 
successful roast beef dinner was served (ticket cost, 65¢) ; in 1916, a “cook 
book” was compiled and marketed by the ladies; musicals have been held; 
and the semi-annual rummage sale became an extremely profitable venture, 
especially during the wars. 


Largely responsible for the success of the Guild over the years have 
been the fine presidents who have guided it. Following Mrs. Abbott have 
come Mmes. Kingsland, Schuyler, Pierson, Scott, Winans, Miss E. Wharton, 
Mmes. Brown, Hankinson, Nelson, Lloyd, Mumford, Nunn, Apperson, - 
Idenden, DeMarse, Schmeltz, and Newschwander. 


Like any other organization, the Ladies’ Guild has had its good and 
bad times. Its balance has ranged from nothing to more than three thousand 
dollars; membership has grown from the original 16 to over 100 in the 
1920’s and now stands at 40. 


As Miss Emma Abbott, daughter of the first president of the Guild 
and the Rev. Mr. Abbott, said in her address on the occasion of the twenty- | 
fifth anniversary of the Guild: “I feel we may congratulate ourselves on 
the work the Guild has done, and that we are members of a society of which 
we need not be ashamed. On this anniversary we look with thankfulness on 
the past and with hope to the future.” 


The Evening Guild 





... the works that I do shall he do also. John 14:12 


THE EVENING GUILD celebrated its twenty-first birthday in May, 
1956. There are those who will remember when, back in 1935, Mr. Decken- 
bach called together a group of girls who taught Sunday school and sang 
in the choir, but who had no real part in doing things for the church. Out 
of this group grew the Evening Guild, primarily for those women who 
could not attend afternoon meetings because of home and business duties. 


The newly formed Guild did not lose any time in fulfilling its de- 
sire to help the church. There were food and cake sales, card parties, lun- 


cheons, and the grocery booth at the fairs, plays, a minstrel, and a concert, 
all helping to swell the treasury. 

Over the years the Guild has given freely of its time and money 
whenever called upon to do so. Many of the women help at the Tuesday 
afternoon sewing group where they make things to be sold at the fairs. 
During Lent they make cancer dressings for the hospitals. 


As the membership grew the Guild assumed more responsibilities 
and in 1945 took over the preparation and serving of the-dinners at the 
Fall Fair and the June Lawn Fete. The present project is to provide the 
kitchen in the new church. 


Besides the monthly dues, which provide regular income for the 
treasury, the Guild sponsors social affairs such as card parties and luncheons. 
For the past four years it has held an auction of articles (white elephants) 
brought in by the members. Other means of raising money are the selling 
of clothespins and dish cloths, the commemoration plates of the church, and 
the merchandise club. Recently a Round-Robin Bridge was started which 
has added considerably to the Kitchen Fund. 

In addition to the annual gift to the church at Christmas and Easter, 
the Guild contributes to the Red Cross, the Community Chest, Domestic 
and Foreign Missions, Save the Children Federation, United Council of 
Church Women, and has sent boys and girls to summer camps. Every 
Christmas a box containing food delicacies is sent to the House of the Holy 
Comforter, and colorful bags filled with candy and small gifts are dis- 
tributed among the city hospitals. 


The Guild meetings on the fourth Tuesday of the month are inter- 
esting and well attended, and a spirit of good fellowship and congenialty 
prevails among the members. The Christmas and May meetings are always 
something special with the refreshment and entertainment committees out- 
doing themselves to make the event outstanding. 


The Guild is always delighted to welcome new members. It invites 
you to come out and make new friends and help carry on the work of the 


Church. 


The Senior Choir 





O praise the Lord, for it is a good thing to sing 
praises unto our God. Ps. 147:1 


ALTHOUGH A CHOIR probably existed previously, the first rec- 
ord of such that we have occurs during the Rectorship of the Rev. Mr. 
Sayres. It was he who chose our present organ, and Mrs. Sayres was the 
first organist and choir director of record. Following Mrs. Sayres at the 
Main Street Church were Mr. Hobson and the Misses Douglas, Ashworth, 
and Biller. 


The first choir was seated in the gallery at the rear of the old 
Church. During the Rectorship of the Rev. Mr. Abbott the choir was 
brought to the main floor and seated to the right of the chancel with the 
organ to the left. Somewhat later, they were moved to the left of the chan- 
cel, in front of the organ. 


Until the Rev. Mr. Popham and Miss Violet Biller organized a 
vested choir, dress had been personal. In later years, the women dis- 
carded their original mortarboard hats and replaced them with the more 
comfortable knitted skull caps. 

- Since moving to the Parish House on Washington Street the choir 
has been guided by Miss Biller, Dr. Wilde and the Messrs. Decker, Stickles, 
and John Markoe, the present director. 

In our new Church, the choir will again move to the balcony in 
the rear of the church where they will be seated to the side of our mod- 
ernized organ. 





THE ORGAN in our new church edifice is an unusual and happy com- 
bination of the old and the new. Basically, the instrument is No. 455 
built in 1875 by Johnson & Son, Westfield, Mass., for old Christ Church 
on Main Street. Although now long extinct, the Johnson firm is rated as 
one of the finest builders of the 19th century, and built many outstanding 
organs all over the country. When the present parish house was opened, the 
organ was moved from the old church and installed without any changes 
or improvements except an electric blower to do away with hand pumping. 
In 1939, Mr. Markoe did a partial renovation and modernization, 
providing a new console and necessary electro-pneumatic actions to elim- 
inate the worn and noisy old-type mechanism. Nothing was done to alter 
the pipe work or wind pressure; these were considered to be the basis of 
tonal results which surpassed many organs built new during the 1930’s. 


Last summer the organ was completely dismantled and removed 
to the factory of the Johnson Organ Company of Upper Montclair (no 
connection with the original builder). There, under the careful super- 
vision of Mr. Markoe, it has been further remodeled and modified in order — 
to better suit the musical requirements of the new church. Several ranks 
of pipes and several partial ranks have been added and the wind supply 
increased by addition of a larger blower. No effort is being spared to retain 
the characteristic old Johnson tonal beauty, and the new components being 
supplied by the present Johnson company are of excellent quality and 
design. The dark brown oak console has been painstakingly refinished in 
blond oak, to blend with the new sanctuary furniture and pews. The action 
has been improved both in speed and quietness. In short, the old organ has 
become the new organ, based on the old Johnson & Son principles of tonal 
excellence. In its new location, high over the narthex, it should furnish a 
fitting adjunct to worship in our new church. 


The Junior Choir 





... 1 will sing, and give praise with the 
best member that I have. Ps. 108:1 


IN 1939 the Junior Choir was formed under the co-direction of Mr. George 
Weston and Miss Edith Kistner. It remained as a unit until 1954 when it 
was split into two groups. As it is now organized, the Junior Choir includes 
children from the third to the fifth grade while the pre-Senior group con- 
sists of children from the sixth grade on through high school. The latter 
group is presently co-directed by Miss Doris Kistner and Mr. John Markoe, 
church organist. Assisting with the Junior Group is Mrs. John Idenden. 


Upon reaching high school, the boys and girls of the pre-Senior 
group are permitted to join the Senior Choir and with their experience 
make a fine contribution to this group. Present membership in the pre- 
Senior group numbers ten while there are 18 presently in the Junior 
Choir. Both are now self-supporting, raising money through dues and the 
running of affairs such as card parties. These funds are used to purchase 
vestments and music as needed. 


The Sunday School 





Train up a child in the way he should go; 
and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it. Proverbs 22:6 


THE FIRST Sunday School classes at Christ Church were instituted by the 
Rev. Robert Davies in 1834. Mr. Davies’ writings recount that for some 
weeks there were only five students, but that after several months, the 
number had increased to over one hundred. 


The present school was instituted under the guidance of the Rev. 
Cornelius Abbott in the old church building on Main Street. Classes were 
held in the basement. Teachers used the Bible and Prayer Book exclusively 
for their lesson material. In addition to gaining instruction the older boys 
were put to work pumping the bellows that supplied air to the organ. 





Today the Sunday School is completely self-supporting. The boys 
and girls have envelopes for their weekly offering and a part of the money 
is used for lessons and supplies. The remainder goes to their building fund. 


One of the school’s special projects takes place each year at Christ- 
mas when the boys and girls bring gifts for the manger at their Christmas 
service. These are then distributed to the less fortunate children, thus en- 
abling them to have a happier Christmas. 

Under the direction of Sylvester P. Dennison, superintendent, and 
Mrs. Lillian Westcott, assistant and treasurer, a complete set of graded les- 
sons for the students has been introduced. 








Bible studies for the lower grades are largely illustrated and contain 
material which the children may color themselves as well as visual aids 
depicting the Life of Christ. 

The intermediate group receives instruction in the Catechism, the 
furniture and symbols of our Church, the seasons of the Church year, and 
a complete study of the Prayer Book. 

Instruction in the Old and New Testaments is given to the high 
school group, after which the boys enter Mr. Deckenbach’s Bible class and 
the girls become teachers. 








Pupils and instructors receive an award pin for each year of per- 
fect attendance. Some of our teachers and officers have 15 years of perfect 
attendance, while several of the girls and boys have over ten years. 


Couples’ Club 





Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 


unto but to minister, and to give His life 
a ransom for many. Matt. 20:28 


EARLY in 1953 the Couples Club was organized as a meeting place for 
married couples with a yen for fun and good-fellowship. Almost entirely 
social in nature, the club has an average membership of about ten couples. 


Regular meetings are held on the second Sunday of every month 
except during July and August. Activities include boat rides, bowling, at- 
tending baseball and football games, and the like. Outstanding are the two 
annual events of the club—the June picnic and the Christmas dinner. 


In addition the club devotes considerable time and effort twice a 
year to the decorations for the spring and fall fairs. 


Boy Scout Troop 388 





God is to be had in reverence 
of all them that are round 
about Him. Ps. 89:8 


CHRIST CHURCH’S Scout troop was first organized in 1923 under the 
direction of Henry Dennison, Scoutmaster. Some time thereafter it be- 
came a member of Robert Treat Council as Troop 388. 


Robert Bartholomew, the present Scoutmaster, took over in 1940 
with a troop of ten boys. Within a year, the ranks had swollen considerably 
and at the end of 1941, Troop 388 numbered 40 boys. 


The troop was extremely active during the war, doing their part 
by selling bonds, taking an active part in Civil Defense and collecting 
paper, fats, and scrap. These years also saw the troop grow in numbers to 
64 and a fine Rally Team develop. The best camping troop in Belleville, 388 
also boasted more Eagle Scouts than any other Belleville troop during the 
years from 1945-1956. The following have attained Eagle Scout rank: Nel- 
son Shaw, Eric Sheard, Richard Graves, Lee Richardson, Will Richardson, 
Pierson Crisp, Harold Crane, Jr., Fred Cox, Fred Midlidge, Howard Irving 
and Robert Greulich. Eric Sheard, Harold Crane, Jr., Charles Crane and 
Howard Irving are also recipients of the God and Country Award. As- 
sisting Scoutmaster Bartholomew are Assistant Scoutmasters Andrew Vin- 
isky and Charles and Harold Crane. 

The Rev. Mr. Deckenbach has been a great inspiration to the Scouts 
and through his years at Christ Church his interest has been inscribed in 
the minds of all those connected with Troop 388. 


It would be remiss not to pay tribute, also, to some of the devoted 
laymen such as Lee Richardson, John Greulich, Betram Stanley, Harry 
Nees, Harvey Nickerson, Howard Irving, Andrew Vinisky, Harry French 
and the late Sidney Sheard who have given so much of their time and effort 
to help these boys find a better way of life. | 





THE CUBS, for boys of pre-Scout age, was organized in Christ Church on 
September 19, 1944. The original membership was 12 boys. The purpose of 
Cubbing is to introduce boys to the Scouting Program of Good Citizen-. 
ship, preparedness and handicrafts. 


General meetings are held on one evening each month at the Parish 
House but the principal work and training are done at weekly meetings held 
at the homes of the Den Mothers. This is a most satisfying experience, yet 
we are always in need of Den Mothers as well as Den Dads. Our Pack is for 
your boy. Christ Church sponsors it, and if you are willing to help and 
share the responsibility of this “feeder training” for the Scout Program, 
please get in touch with G. Dewey Imhoff, Cub Master, 9 Tappan Avenue, 
Belleville. 





Memorials 


and Guitts 


Patrons and 


Well-Wishers 


Memorials and Gifts 


ALTAR AND CRoss 
Gift of the Sunday School 
ALTAR SERVICE 
Mrs. George A. Kelsall in memory of her mother, Matilda Maud Diggles 


CANDLESTICKS 
Presented by Mrs. Peter R. Deckenbach in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. R. Conover 


CARPET 
Gift of the Church School 


CHANCEL HyMN Book 
In memory of Fred H. Hallbauer, given by Margaret Jage 


CHANCEL PRAYER Books 
Mr. and Mrs. David Williams in memory of Adele Weyrich and Julia 
Williams 


CIBORIUM COVER 
In memory of Mrs. Emma Gilby Miller, presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
George E. Miller 


COMMUNION RAIL 
In memory of Blanche Gilby Jamison, presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter Gilby 
CREDENCE SHELVES 
(1) Mr. and Mrs. J. Harry Edwards in memory of William N. 
Nicholson, James E. Nicholson, Lillian Nicholson 
(2) James Nicholson and Isabell Nicholson 
ELECTRIC CLOCK 
Gift of Boy Scout Troop 388 
EUCHARISTIC VESTMENTS 
Gift of Rev. Paul C. Deckenbach 
EXTERIOR Cross 
In memory of Mary A. Galanot, presented by Ernest Galanot 
Fair LINEN CLOTH AND CREDENCE CLOTH 
In memory of Henry and Hannah Walker, presented by Jean 
Higgins and Alice Walker 


FLOWER STANDS 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Small and Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bordonaro in mem- 
ory of the Walter B. Nourse and the Richard B. Small Families 
HyMN Boarps 
(1) Mrs. Clara L. Smith in memory: of her father, Edward C. Noack 
(2) Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Amster 
LECTERN 
Presented by Mr. and Mrs. John Soule, Mr. and Mrs. William Norris 
and Miss Dorothy Juanita Lloyd in memory of Mary Jane Lloyd 
NaARTHEX SCREEN 
Gift of the Evening Guild 
PEws 
In memory of the Staniar Family 
In memory of Nellie Eyerkuss, presented by Mr. and Mrs. George 
W. Spicer 
In memory of Harry L. Sturgis, presented by George Sturgis 
In memory of Edith O. Hardman, presented by Herbert V. Hardman 
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Dickinson, presented by Roy 
Dickinson 
In memory of Mrs. Clarissa Moore and Miss Mary A. Staniar, pre- 
sented by Miss Elizabeth Moore 
In memory of Mary E. Madison, presented by Mr. and Mrs. William 
7 Jones 
In memory of Florence H. Hirdes, presented by Mr. and Mrs. William 
E. Hirdes 
In memory of Edith M. Kistner, presented by the Kistner Family 
In memory of George William Wharton, presented by Miss Agnes 
Wharton and Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hewitt 
In memory of Ella Dunbar Hewitt, presented by Miss Agnes Wharton 
and Mr. and Mrs. John J. Hewitt 
In memory of Robert Gilbert Minion, presented by Miss Marie Minion 
and Mrs. Joseph King 
In memory of Julie Ischy Minion, presented by Miss Marie Minion and 
Mrs. Joseph King 
In memory of Camillo G. Pozzo, presented by Eleanor and Evelyn 
Pozzo 


In memory of George A. Kelsall, presented by Mrs. Hannah H. 
Kelsall 

In memory of Minnesota D. and Harry L. Breckenridge, presented by 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Breckenridge 

In memory of Susan R. Tempest, presented by Dr. and Mrs. Roswell 
Lowry 

Gift of the George Hildebrand Family 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Spicer 

In memory of our friends, presented by Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
North 

In memory of Mary F. and Frank A. Alger, presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Elton B. Alger 

In memory of Mary F. Apperson, presented by Mr. and Mrs. George 
W. Masters 


In memory of Charles and Courtney M. Fulton presented by Mrs. 
Alice Mae Fulton 
In memory of the Harry S. Chinnock Family, presented by Harry S. 


Chinnock 
In memory of Clara Bart, presented by the Clara Bart Foundation 


PrayeER DEsk 
(1) In memory of Elizabeth Bagnall, presented by the family 
(2) In memory of Andrew Q. Bagnall, presented by the family 
PULPIT 
Presented by the Ladies Guild 
PURPLE AND GOLD PALL 
Gift of the William V. Irvine Family 
SEDILIA 
In memory of Mary B. Cook, presented by William B. Cook, Dorothy 
C. Bee and Cecelia C. Seabrook 
SEDILIA 
Presented by Mrs. Dora H. Clough and Miss Margaret Drewes in mem- 
ory of Herman and Mathilda Drewes 
SILVER CHALICE AND PATEN 
Gift of Grace Church, Newark 
TABERNACLE AND LIGHT 
In memory of the John H. Lancaster Family 


TOWER AND BELLS 
Presented by Louis Plansoen in memory of his mother, Wilhelmina 
Cornelia Plansoen 
West Doors (FRONT ENTRANCE) 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. George E. Miller 
WINDOWS 
Narthex window given by Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Armstrong in mem- 
ory of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Olver 
In memory of Joseph King, presented by his friends 
South window presented by the Misses Eleanor and Evelyn Pozzo in 
memory of Marion, Guerin andgCamillo Pozzo 
South window presented by the family of James K. Shaw in memory 
of James K. Shaw, by Annie R. Nelson in memory of Harold F. 
and Edward Nelson, and ay Helen G. Kalin in memory of Annie 
R. Nelson 
North window in memory of Daniel and Ida Hervey 
North window in memory of John and Sarah Ann Ashworth 
West window in memory of Mr. and Mrs. M. Hochstuhl and Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Prentice, given by Mr. and Mrs. William C. Hochstuhl 
West window in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Clearman, pre- 
sented by Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph H. Deetjen 
In memory of Mildred M. McMickle, presented by Eugene Raymond 
MeMickle 


Lounge window in memory of Elizabeth Halstead 


Mr. and Mrs. Francis G. Adams 


Judith Adams 

Linda Adams 

R. M. Allaire, Jr. 

Mrs. R. M. Allaire, Jr. 
Mrs. Irma Amster 

Martin Amster 

Margaret Anderson 

Mrs. Mary Wallett Anderson 
William H. Anderson 
William Wallett Anderson 
Dorothy M. Barrett 
Bonnie Gillmore Beausang 
Christopher Martin Beausang 
Geraldine Miller Beausang 
Theodore Martin Beausang 
Charlotte H. Beck 

Louise S. Beck 

Ronald E. Beck 

Ronald M. Beck 

Mrs. Curtis Bell 

Mary V. Benson 

Lester J. Benson 

Mrs. Susan Bibbo 

Ann T. Bohler 

Herbert R. Bohler 

Paul C. Bohrer 

Mrs. Paul C. Bohrer 

Aileen Bordonaro 

Peter Bordonaro 

Mrs. David I. Boyd 

Mrs. Florence Brougham 
Charles T. Bukunus 
David Bukunus 


Patrons 


Elizabeth Bukunus 
Mrs. W. Burfield 


Mrs. Charles Campbell 
Mrs. Matilda Cartwright 
Harry Singer Chinnock 
Helen Raymond Chinnock 
Robert Stevenson Chinnock 
Dorothy Bertha Chrystal 
Mrs. J. M. Clough 

Isaac Coulther 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Crane 
Flora M. Cross 

William J. Cross 

Mabel B. Cruthers 

Thomas J. Cruthers 
Amariah Horace Cubberly 
Justine Avita Cubberly 
Mitchell Horace Cubberly 
Allen O. Current, Sr. 

Mrs. Allen O. Current, Sr. 
Elmer S. Current 

Mrs. Elmer S. Current 

Mrs. Edward O. Cyphers 
Doris Cxypoliski 

Edward Cxypoliski 

Jean Cxypoliski 

Lynn Cxypoliski 


Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dawson 
The Rev. Peter R. 

and Mrs. Deckenbach 
The Rev. Paul C. Deckenbach 


Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester P. Denison 


Roy T. Dickinson 

Marie R. Dowden 

Margaret Drewes 

Edward M. Dunham, Sr. 

Mrs. Edward M. Dunham, Sr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jacob P. Eckensburg 
Frances G. Edwards 

John H. Edwards 

Mr. and Mrs. Christian R. Ericksen 
Mrs. Hannah A. Ericksen 

Leslie John Eyerkuss 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie L. Eyerkuss 
Robert Eyerkuss 

Mrs. Mary A. Eyre 

Gregory W. Fink 

Laurence A. Fink 

Mrs. Mary Fink 

Walter R. Fink 

Charlotte L. Fodor 

Mrs. Lillian A. Fodor 

Louis W. Fodor 

Richard L. Fodor 

Harry. As French 

Harry T. French 


Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gabrielson 
Ernest L. Galanot 

Alicia Gannon 

John Gannon 

Mildred T. Gannon 

Gordon Gant 

Mrs. D. W. Ganteawme 

Joseph Ganteawme 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Garraway 


Mrs. Lillian E. Geppner 
Elmer Gibbs 

Mrs. Elmer Gibbs 

Walter Gilby 

Mrs. Walter Gilby 

William T. Gilliland 

Marie A. Gilliland 
William Gilliland 

Beatrice White Grabbe 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grant 


Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gray 


Mrs. Elizabeth J. Greene 
Joseph Greene 

Warren T. Greene 

J. A. B. Greulich, Jr. 
Stella Greulich 

Alan Greulich 

John Greulich, III 


Mrs. Ethel M. Haight 
Mrs. Mary E. Heller 

John and Gertrude Hewitt 
jee sblicks 

Thomas Higgins 

Mrs. Thomas Higgins 
William E. Hirdes 

Mrs. William E. Hirdes 
Jane E. Hochstuhl 
Jennifer L. Hochstuhl 
Jessica A. Hochstuhl 

Jill D. Hochstuhl 
Frederick W. Holloway 
Mrs. Herminie W. Holloway 
Esther G.2Eiyde 
Daniel H. Hyde 


Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Idenden 


Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Idenden 


John E. Idenden, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Idenden 
William R. Idenden 

Thomas R. Idenden 


Mrs. Zillah Jenkins 
Charlotte Y. Joule 
Ethel A. Joule 
Walter M. Joule 


Arline and John Kaldy 
Frank A. Kalin 

Helen Shaw Kalin 
Ann L. Kelsall 

Mrs. George A. Kelsall 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph King 
Marguerite J. King 
Augustus G. Kistner 
Doris J. Kistner 
Isabelle Kistner 

Mrs. Edith B. Knox 


Eleanor K. Lees 
Dorothy J. Lloyd 


Archibald A. MacRae 

Mr. and Mrs. A. A. MacRae 
Beverly Mancinelli 

Dr. F. Kenneth Mase 

Mrs. Edith F. Mase 
Charlotte A. Masters 
George W. Masters 

Alice B. Mayer 

Mrs. D. Miglionico 


Christine T. Mertz 

May G. Mertz 

Raymond E. Mertz, Jr. 
Adele Perry Miller 

Allen Irwin Miller 
Beatrice Althea Miller 
George Edward Miller 
Norman George Miller 
Thelma Althea Miller 

A. Stanley Miller, Sr. 
Mrs. A. Stanley Miller, Sr. 
A. Stanley Miller, Jr. 
Stephanie Winston Miller 
Margaret S. Miller 

John E. Miller 

P. Robert Miller 

Mrs. Ross E. Miller 
Theodore I. Miller 

Marie E. Minion 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Moore 
Elizabeth S. Moore 
Margaret Morrison 


Andrew P. McCabe 
James J. McCabe 
Daniel A. McCarthy 
Nancy McCarthy 
Danielle McCarthy 
William McCarthy 
Nancy May McCarthy 
John Robert McCarthy 
Alice Slater McDowell 
Edward J. McDowell 
Edward L. McDowell 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice McEligot 
Mae McGonigle 


Howard McMaster 
Ruth McMaster 
Mr. and Mrs. William McMaster 


Thomas Napoli 
Mrs. Thomas Napoli 
William T. Napoli 
Annie R. Nelson 
Chester L. Newman 
Mary A. Newman 
Mrs. Jane B. Noble 
William B. Noke | 
Mrs. Annie B. Noonan 
Lillian L. Norris 
William J. Norris 
William C. North 
Helen L. North 
Alice Nunn 

Lloyd C. Nunn 


Eleanor G. Ochse 


Gladys E. Patten 
Edith Polkinghorne 
Mrs. Camillo G. Pozzo 
Eleanor R. Pozzo 
Evelyn M. Pozzo 


Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Raynor 
George W. Raynor, Jr. 
Herbert Reynolds 

Mrs. Mildred A. Reynolds 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee S. Richardson 
Mrs. Edward Ridgeway 

Kevin Roberts 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Robustello 


Anna I. Rowan 
Mrs. James Rowan 


Barbara Russ 


Doris R. Schimming 

Mrs. Irene Schofield 
John R. Schofield 

Mrs. Fred Schofield 

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Seabrook 
Nelson Shaw 

Robert A. Shaw 

Weldon Sheets 

Una GC. Simon 

Elsie Simpson 

Paul Simpson 

ester soinipson 
Barbara H. Simpson 

John H. Simpson . 
Ellen-Jane Simpson 
Randy Simpson 

Elizabeth Singelton 
Harry L. Small 

Margaret E. Small 
@arolel Smith 

Florence R. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Smith 
Alice M. Snyder 

Fanny L. Soule 

John G. Soule 

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Spicer 
Louise Squires 

Mary C. Staniar 

Mrs. Charlotte A. Straker 
Sidney J. Straker 

Mrs. E. Dawn Sweet 
Bertha K. Sypher 


Guy Sypher 


Dr. and Mrs. William Taffet 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Taggart 
Marie A. Taylor 

Samuel Taylor 

Ruth TenBroeck 

Harriette E. Topping 


Herbert A. Van Demark 
Herbert D. Van Demark 
Kathyrn W. Van Demark 
Phyllis L. Van Demark 

Allen Van Demark 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Van Dusen 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Van Dyke 
Mrs. Mary Ann Van Horn 
Nicholas Van Horn 

Mrs. Nicholas Van Horn 
Theodore Van Horn 

Nancy Ann Verdon 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Van Setten 


Elsie M. Walker 
Alice M. Walling 
Everett Walling 
Jane E. Wauters 
Grace E. Weiss 
Walter Weiss 
Lillian F. Westcott 
John G. Westcott 
Agnes Wharton 
Dora A. Williams 
Mrs. Louise Williams 


Ethel F. Williamson 
Frances Williamson 
Jeanette F. Williamson 
Raymond P. Williamson 
Mrs. Raymond P. Williamson 
Ruth Williamson 
Thomas E. Winn 
Thomas E. Winn, Jr. 
Vivian M. Winn 
Blanche Wisschusen 
Arthur Wolfarth 

Elsie M. Wolfarth 
Reynold A. Wolfarth 
Aimee Woodward 


larricth: e71pd 
Joseph E. Zipf 
Richard J. Zipf 


IN MEMORIAM 


Edith Mildred Kistner 
Charles W. Kynor 

Julie I. Minion 

Robert Gilbert Minion 
Robert H. Minion 
Clarissa Moore 

Isabelle Nicholson 
Angelina Polkinghorne 
George Polkinghorne 
Thomas Polkinghorne 
Thomas Polkinghorne, Jr. 
William J. Polkinghorne 
Mary A. Staniar 


3 Best Wishes 


Robert M. Underwood, M.D. 
Bernice S. Begeman, M.D. 
Palmer Burde, D.D.S 

Joseph Israel, M.D. 

George Kaden, D.D.S. 
Joseph C. D’ Angelo, M.D. 

- Edward A. Flynn, M.D. 
William Taffett, M.D. 

James E. Gardam, M.D. 

Dr. Michael Roochvarg 

Mr. and Mrs. Max N. Schwartz 
Robert C. Gruhin 

Andrew W. O’Rourke 
Everett Smith 

Walter Van Riper 

Paul de Hagara 

William G. C. Konow 
Henry Minasian 

Edward P. Cantwell 

George D. Haslam 

Emerson J. Bush 

James J. Tully 

Arthur W. Hammond 
Michael V. Albertine 

Robert D. Carpenter 

Mrs. E. J. Hayward 

Mrs. Martha J. Atkins 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Smith 


The Howard Family 

Mrs. Lorena Clark 

Marion B. Cole 

Agnes V. and Mary D. Gailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Van Dusen 
Edward M. Johnson 

Florence and George Morey 
Henry Watters 

Vincent R. Del Guercio 

Paul J. Van Ness 

F. Douglas Wadsworth 

James J. Reilly 

Harry G. Specht 

Miss E. Josephine Hayward 
Elmer S. Hyde 

Herman A. Schweicker 

Emilie D. Fernsler 

Martin Cosgrove 

Mrs. Theodore Clark 

G. R. Symonds 

Edward Peierls 

John Weidman, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bangert 
Francis and Wilhelmina Evans 
John Greulich 

Walter and Anne Forrester 
Wee blart 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Strumolo 


GEORGE KIERNAN 
F. DOUGLAS WADSWORTH 
WILLIAM V. IRVINE & SON 
AUGUST PLENGE & SONS 
DEWITT SAVINGS & LOAN ASS’N 
MILLER & SON 
ESSEX LUMBER & SUPPLY CO. 
ROSSMORE PHARMACY 
CHEMICAL COATING MATERIALS CO. 
VAN DYK CHEMICAL CO. 
SUMMIT CHEMICAL CO. 

A. J. CROWHURST 
KENNETH D. SMITH ASS’N 
BELLEVILLE LODGE NO. 1123, B. P. O. E. 
BELLEVILLE RED CROSS 
JACOBS REALTY CO., INC. 
GRINNELLI’S SERVICE STATION 
WHITE OAKS LIQUOR STORE 
LEEDS’ CHOCOLATES 
HILLTOP CLEANERS 
RITTER’S R & R ELECTRIC 
WASHINGTON LIQUOR STORE 
MODERN AUTO PARTS STORE 
DEWITT DELICATESSEN 
BELLEVILLE TV and APPLIANCE CO. 
MARGARET SHEEHAN SCHOOL OF DANCING 
JERRY’S SUNOCO STATION 
THE CRESCENT PRESS 


VAN SETTEN SIGN CO. 

THE THIRFTY REMNANT STORE 
ROBINSON ELECTRIC, INC. 
MELCHIONNE BROS., INC. 

PARILLO’S RESTAURANT 
GOECKELER’S QUALITY BAKERY 
FELDMAN’S DEPARTMENT STORE 

BYRNE LIQUOR STORE 
SMITH BROTHERS COAL CO. 
JOLLY CLEANERS 
HENRY WATTERS DAIRY 
STANDARD TESTING LABS 
COFFEE VENDING SERVICE. INC. 
BELLEVILLE ROSERY FLORISTS 
EDSON TOOL & MANUFACTURING CO. 
NEWARK LIGHT CO., INC. 
L. SONNEBORN SONS, INC. 
REILLY’S REAL ESTATE 
THE GLASS CO. 
SHERMAN ELECTRONICS CO. 
YUDIN PAINT STORE 
ABBOTT DRUGS 
H. V. HARDMAN CoO. 
BART MESSING FOUNDATION 
ROTARY CLUB OF BELLEVILLE, N. J. 


“In honor of our fellow Rotarian, 
the Reverend Peter R. Deckenbach”’ 


Compliments and Best Wishes 


from 


A FRIENDLY BELLEVILLE FIRM 


NATIONAL GRAIN AND YEAST CORP. 


May we take this opportunity to congratulate 
Christ Church, the officers and parishioners 
on this dedication. 


FEDERAL INDUSTRIES 


OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ALL who have 
contributed to make this book so valuable a keepsake 
commemorating this special occasion in the history of 
Christ Church. And, special thanks to our Rector, 
the Reverend Peter R. Deckenbach, for his contribu- 
tions and assistance; to John Hewitt for his research 
into the history of our Church; to the Mmes. J. Harry 
Edwards, F. Adams, the Misses A. Wharton, Elizabeth 
Moore, P. Biller, Doris Kistner, the Messrs. J]. Markoe, 
R. Taggart, and R. Bartholomew for preparing the 
organization data; and, to Miss E. Josephine Hayward 
for her work in the drawing of the Church seal. 

Finally, thanks to our special friends who have 
contributed to make this book possible. 
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